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WINNERS ANNOUNCED FOR THE 

SECOND EDITION OF THE AICW-BRESSANI LITERARY PRIZE 
 

 
The Association of Italian-Canadian Writers (AICW) is pleased to announce the winners of the Second 
Edition of the AICW-Bressani Literary Prize, established to promote and celebrate works by Canadian 
authors of Italian background. 
 
The judges for this edition were Pia Flamand, Jennifer McGrath, and Brent Saccucci for Children’s 
Books; Lesley Choyce, Teresa Hunkeler, and Caroline Mangerel for Fiction; Victoria Dickenson, 
Simon Hopkins, and Anne-Marie Scerbo for Non-Fiction; Cassandra Caverhill, Sandra Parmegiani, 
Cristina Perissinotto, and Christopher Sisca for Poetry; and Mark Abley, Irene Aguzzi, and Amanda 
Feder for First Book.  
 
Congratulations to the winners of the Second Edition of the AICW-Bressani Literary Prize! 
 

• For Children’s Books: Nonna & the Girls Next Door by Gianna Patriarca (Second Story Press, 
2022) 

• For Fiction, co-winners: A Scarcity of Virgins by JoAnn Catania (Iguana Books, 2021) and Love 
and Rain by Carmela Circelli (Guernica Editions, 2023) 

• For Non-Fiction: MEA CULPA: A Plea of Innocence by Bruno Cocorocchio (Friesen Press, 2022) 
• For Poetry: The Weight of Survival by Tina Biello (Dagger Editions, 2024) 
• For First Book: MEA CULPA: A Plea of Innocence by Bruno Cocorocchio (Friesen Press, 2022) 

 
Winners in each category receive $1000.  
 
The Bressani Literary Prize was established by the Italian Cultural Centre in Vancouver, in 1986. Since 
2020, the Prize is solely managed by the Association of Italian-Canadian Writers (AICW). 
 
To learn more about the AICW-Bressani Literary Prize, visit: www.aicw.ca 
Info: aicwbressaniprize@gmail.com 
 
 


